
 

Why Do We Need Background Information? 

 

 

 

Though less prolific than mayflies and caddisflies, many stonefly species make up for in size 

what they lack in numbers. In the Western states, stoneflies are most prolific.  Some experts 

consider caddisflies to be even more important than mayflies, and typically they're right. Experts  

focus less energy on them because they are slightly less prone to cause a feeding frenzy among 

the desired victims. While that does happen, they are more commonly an intermittent food 

source during the times when it seems like nothing's hatching. Understanding their life cycle is 

of paramount importance but learning their quirks species-by-species is less useful than with 

mayflies.  Mayflies are the most important insects for anglers to understand, because they are 

common.  They often hatch in frenzied bursts of activity, and their behavior varies so widely 

between families and sometimes even species that it's useful to know and imitate the habits of 

each. Their elegance and delicate lives have made them very popular among people they utilize 

them. 
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This is why….Tell me what you think this paragraph is specifically about? 

 

 

 



The Countdown 
An excerpt from The Hunger Games. 

(Lexile of 810) 
Sixty seconds. That's how long we're required to stand on our metal circles before the sound of a 
gong releases us. Step off before the minute is up, and land mines blow your legs off. Sixty seconds 
to take in the ring of tributes all equidistant from the Cornucopia, a giant golden horn shaped like a 
cone with a curved tail, the mouth of which is at least twenty feet high, spilling over with the things 
that will give us life here in the arena. Food, containers of water, weapons, medicine, garments, fire 
starters. Strewn around the Cornucopia are other supplies, their value decreasing the farther they are 
from the horn. For instance, only a few steps from my feet lies a three-foot square of plastic. 
Certainly it could be of some use in a downpour. But there in the mouth, I can see a tent pack that 
would protect from almost any sort of weather. If I had the guts to go in and fight for it against the 
other twenty-three tributes. Which I have been instructed not to do.  

We're on a flat, open stretch of ground. A plain of hard-packed dirt. Behind the tributes across from 
me, I can see nothing, indicating either a steep downward slope or even a cliff. To my right lies a 
lake. To my left and back, sparse piney woods. This is where Haymitch would want me to go. 
Immediately.  

I hear his instructions in my head. "Just clear out, put as much distance as you can between 
yourselves and the others, and find a source of water."  

But it's tempting, so tempting, when I see the bounty waiting there before me. And I know that if I 
don't get it, someone else will. That the Career Tributes who survive the bloodbath will divide up 
most of these life-sustaining spoils. Something catches my eye. There, resting on a mound of blanket 
rolls, is a silver sheath of arrows and a bow, already strung, just waiting to be engaged. That's mine, I 
think. It's meant for me.  

I'm fast. I can sprint faster than any of the girls in our school, although a couple can beat me in 
distance races. But this forty-yard length, this is what I am built for. I know I can get it, I know I can 
reach it first, but then the question is how quickly can I get out of there? By the time I've scrambled 
up the packs and grabbed the weapons, others will have reached the horn, and one or two I might be 
able to pick off, but say there's a dozen, at that close range, they could take me down with the spears 
and the clubs. Or their own powerful fists. Still, I won't be the only target. I'm betting many of the 
other tributes would pass up a smaller girl, even one who scored an eleven in training, to take out 
their more fierce adversaries.  

Excerpt from The Hunger Games © 2008 by Suzanne Collins. Used with permission from Scholastic 
Press. 
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Reading Post: Ask a Question 

(According to Bloom’s Taxonomy  

& Costa’s Level of Questioning) 

Level 1 Question Stems: 

What is…? How is…? Where is…? When did ___ happen…? Can you select…? 
Which one…? Who was…?  

Level 2 Question Stems: 

How would you classify the type of…? How would you compare/contrast…? How 
would you summarize…? What is the main idea of…? What facts or ideas show…? 

Level 3 Question Stems: 

How would you use…? What examples can you find to…? How would you show 
your understanding of…? What would result if…? What elements would you 
choose to change…? 

Level 4 Question Stems: 

What are the parts of…? What is the theme…? How would you categorize…? Can 
you identify the different parts of…? What ideas justify…? How would you 
classify…?  

Level 5 Question Stems: 

What is your opinion of…? How would you rate the…? How would you evaluate…? 
What choice would you have…?  

Level 6 Question Stems: 

Can you assess the value or importance of…? Would It be better if…? How could 
you determine…? What would you select…? How would you prioritize…? What 
judgment would you make about…?  
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Reading Log Rubric 

Type of Post    0 Total: 
Author’s 
Purpose  

Attempts to 
identify 
purpose with 
clear, concise 
answer using 
evidence 
from the text.  

Attempts to 
identify 
purpose with 
clear, concise 
answer using 
no evidence 
from the text. 

Attempts to 
identify 
purpose with 
unclear 
answer not 
using 
evidence 
from the text. 

Does not post   

Prediction  Makes 
educated, 
logical 
inference 
about 
upcoming 
events in the 
book and 
explains why.  

Makes 
educated, 
logical 
inference 
about 
upcoming 
events but 
does not 
provide why 

Makes 
inference 
about 
upcoming 
events in the 
book but 
prediction is 
illogical based 
on storyline. 

Does not post   

Connection  Makes logical 
text to self, 
media, world, 
or book 
connection 
utilizing 
example from 
connection 
and the book. 

Makes logical 
text to self, 
media, world, 
or book 
connection 
utilizing 
example from 
connection 
but not from 
book.  

Makes 
connection to 
book but 
does not fully 
explain 
connection 
between two 
entities.  

Does not post   

Summary  Identifies 
main idea of 
text read for 
that rotation 
including any 
relevant 
details.  

Identifies 
main idea of 
text read for 
that rotation 
n including no 
relevant 
details. 

Identifies 
partial main 
idea of text 
read for 
rotation with 
no supportive 
details.  

Does not post   

Question  Asks a well 
thought out, 
higher level 
thinking 
question that 
varies under 
Bloom’s 
levels of 
questioning.  

Asks a first or 
second level 
question  that 
varies under 
Bloom’s 
levels of 
questioning 

Asks a 
knowledge 
based 
question that 
can be 
answered 
through 
reading of 
material.  

Does not post   

 

NCTE Conference 2014 Empowering Readers through Personal Interaction with Text 


	why background info is important.docxNCTE
	Thanks for the Knife.docxexcerpt.docxNCTE
	The Countdown
	An excerpt from The Hunger Games.
	(Lexile of 810)

	Level of Questioning
	Independent Reading Log Rubric.docxNCTE

