
SAMPLE 10-DAY PLAN FOR WRITING WORKSHOP 
Argument Writing, 12th Grade 

ASSIGNMENT: Write a synthesis essay that defends, challenges, or qualifies the claim that teens use of 
social media should be monitored and limited. 

DAY 1:  Argu-Write ,“How Teens View Their Digital Lives” Infographic: Should teens be using social 
media?; Share/Discuss responses; Mini-lesson: How to read/use an infographic as a source; Student 
practice: add specific evidence from the infographic to the argu-write response; Share  
 
DAY 2:  Idea-generating/Free write: What do you post on social networking sites? Who would you NOT 
want to see reading your posts? Why?; Mentor text/Teacher Modeling (“They Loved Your GPA”): 
determining thesis, purpose, audience, and context;  Discuss/Respond: What arguments could this 
article support? How? 
 
DAY 3:  Argu-Write Using Evidence: Should colleges and businesses be allowed to check the social media 
sites of applicants?; Share; Mini-lesson/Mentor Text: Quoting vs. Paraphrasing sources (examples in 
“They Loved Your GPA”); Teacher-model: Adding paraphrased and quoted references as evidence; 
Student practice: add (to argu-write) one paraphrased reference and one quoted reference from “They 
Loved Your GPA” and/or “How Teens View Their Digital Lives” 
 
DAY 4:  Mentor Text/Mini-lesson: the persuasive appeals (logos/ethos/pathos) in “If Parents Skip the 
Online Spying”; Student practice: Your parents tell you they want your passwords to your social media 
so they can monitor your activity.  You’re against this. Write them a letter explaining why using logos, 
ethos, and pathos; Share examples of logos/ethos/pathos 
 
DAY 5: Mentor text: “If Parents Skip” –Purpose? Audience? Context?  Think-Pair-Share: How does the 
context and audience of “If Parents Skip” affect the way the writer writes the piece? (word 
choice/evidence, etc.) Writer’s Response: Rewrite the argument in 2-3 paragraphs (author claim must 
be the same) for an audience of teenagers instead of parents; Share 
 
DAY 6: Mentor texts: Revisiting purpose/audience/context & thesis/claim of all three texts; Teacher 
model: How to synthesize sources in support of a claim; Student practice: brainstorm/outline (or 
graphic organizer) synthesize three sources in support of teacher-provided claims (could circulate 
multiple claims so students can see how they can support multiple ideas); Pair-Share 
 
DAY 7: Pre-Writing/Organization (teacher conferring): Should teens’ use of social media be monitored 
and limited? Student drafting (teacher conferring): Should teens’ use of social media be monitored and 
limited?  Focus: clear claim, evidence (quoted and paraphrased) from each of the three sources 
(Students should have a complete first draft by the next Writing Workshop day)                                                     
 
 



 
DAY 8: Teacher-model revision with student input: identification of claim, audience, purpose; word  
choice appropriate for purpose and audience;  Student self-evaluation: What is your claim? Who is your 
audience? What is your purpose? What do you need to change to make this clear?; Pair/Share 
 
DAY 9: Mini-lesson/Teacher Modeling: embedding evidence and connecting it back to the claim; 
Focused revision of draft (teacher conferring): word choice appropriate for purpose and audience, 
embedded evidence 
(Students should complete draft 2 by the next Writing Workshop day) 
 
DAY 10: Teacher model of successful peer review (Successful vs. ineffective peer review examples) 
Focused peer and self-review: Students will work in pairs with a guided revision assignment.  (Students 
could read their essay to their partners so they can hear it aloud; students should communicate, verbally 
and in writing, their revisions)   From these revisions and discussions, students should prepare to revise 
draft 2 and turn in a final draft shortly thereafter.   
 


